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Evaluation of the effects of built environment and parental attitudes on Children’s
Independent Mobility (CIM) - A case study of six prefectures in the Kanto region
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There is an indicator called Children's Independent Mobility (CIM), which indicates the extent to
which children are allowed to go out independently, and it is declining all over the world. This
paper analyzes the influence of physical environment/home attitude among the "determinants of
CIM focusing on 6 License", which is rarely reported in Japan, using an ordered logit model. The
simulation results show that among the physical environment factors, "population density" and
"park density", and among the attitude factors, “attitude of welcoming parental pick-up and drop-
off" and "attitude of favoring car use" have relatively large effects on CIM, but the effects
themselves are limited. As an implication for policy, the attitude factor had a stronger impact in

rural areas, suggesting that measures to increase resistance to car use in rural areas could

effectively improve CIM.
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